City of Cosmopolis
Workshop
December 3, 2014

Mayor Raines presides

Councilmembers present – Frank Chestnut, Carl Sperring, Debbi Moran and Jim Ancich 

Staff present – Attorney Steve Hyde, Finance Director Cheryl Turner and Darrin Raines

The workshop was called to order by Mayor Raines

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Mayor introduced Lynn Patterson from SC&H, Tom Dubel from SC&H, Robert Buchan from Cosmo and Drew Garson from Greater Grays Harbor Inc.
The purpose of the workshop is to discuss potential projects that Cosmo may be doing and some incentives the Council may be willing to pursue.

Treatment Plant – SC&H requested a feasibility study on the treatment plant to see if this is something the City might want to take over. Public Works Director Darrin Raines said he Bob Buchan and Tim Hume met and that this time there are too many unknowns. Mayor Raines said she would like to see the City do some type of study to find out if it would be worth pursuing the  treatment plant at Cosmo. Councilmember Ancich asked what the cost of the feasibility study would be. Darrin said he does not know but, we could get our consulting engineers to look at the project and maybe we would not have to do a full blown feasibility study. Possibly Cosmo will partner with the City on the expense of a feasibility study. The idea would be to do our own sewage treatment without sending sewage to Aberdeen

Point 09 Grant Money – The County puts aside .09 of 1% of sales tax to aid in economic development and jobs creation and retention. The City will apply to the County for 5 yrs. for an estimated $250,000 or no less than $100,000 per year. The Mayor recommends going out to Greater Grays Harbor Inc., Council of Government and the Port to get supports letters for this.

Sales Tax Reimbursement – The request was a 5 yr. reimbursement of sales tax on project. Cosmo would have to provide invoices for the City in order to know what would be reimbursable. 

Property Tax Rebate – At this time it is not allowed by law. The City could enter into a Development Agreement. Attorney Hyde will need to research this type of agreement. Tom Duble of SC&H will send a template to the City regarding a Development Agreement. The property tax would stay same and when they are building the new project for 5 yrs. the property tax would not increase.

Utility Tax Rebate – Cosmo would be required to present the City with their utility bills and then this could come out the B&O taxes we receive from Cosmo. The City receives 6% in utility taxes. The reduction in utility tax would be for 5 yrs. The first 2 yrs. the City would see a reduction of 2% on the utility tax and for the next 3 yrs. the City would see a reduction of 4%.
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