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Regular Council Meeting
December 3, 2014

Mayor Vickie Raines presided.

Councilmembers Present:  Debbi Moran, Frank Chestnut, Carl Sperring and Jim Ancich 

Staff Present:	Finance Director Cheryl Turner, Public Works Director Darrin Raines, Police Chief Casey Stratton and Attorney Steve Hyde 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Councilmember Jonathan Fischer and Fire Chief Schreck were both excused.

It was moved by Councilmember Chestnut and seconded by Councilmember Ancich to approve the agenda. Motion was approved.

It was moved by Councilmember Sperring and seconded by Councilmember Ancich to approve the consent agenda with Claims vouchers #20468-#20548 in the amount of $171,885.80 and minutes from the 11/19/14 workshop, and 11/19/14 regular minutes.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Council of Governments – Councilmember Chestnut said they will meet December 11, 2014.
E9-1-1 – Mayor Raines said they met on November 18, 2014. The City of Cosmopolis dues are $13,673 which is almost $1,000 less for the year 2015 than in 2014. 
Flood Authority – Mayor Raines said the Governor has endorsed the projects presented to him.

CITY OFFICIAL
Finance –Finance Director Turner informed the Council that our new billing and receipting programs have been installed.
Attorney – Attorney Hyde said our public defender, Attorney Gibson, has resigned. He will put out a request for qualifications. Attorney Hyde reported that the open public meetings act is in effect. He said that there is a case in the courts that is asking for City information on personal computers. He suggests the City purchase the Council tablets. 
Police Chief – Police Chief Stratton told Council that in the last 3 months there have been 42 vehicle prowls. There has been some stolen items that have been recovered and the reserves are still going out reminding people to lock their car doors. Chief Stratton said they had purchased some items to help enhance their lookout. Officer Byron is ranked #2 at the Police Academy. Officer Tarnowski will represent Cosi on the SRU team and in April will be attending SWAT basic training. Councilmember Chestnut asked of the 42 prowls how many cars were unlocked. Chief Stratton said 41.

MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Raines said Darrin King was ill. Darrin is a member of our Planning Commission. She would like us to purchase a fruit and cheese basket for him. On December 17, 2014 we will be having our Open House. She said she is resigning that night and hopes we will be swearing in the new Mayor.

NEW BUSINESS
A.	Request by SC&H to reduce Cosmos utility tax for 5 years
The City collects a 6% utility tax Cosmo would like to reduce that by 2% for 2 yrs. and for 3 yrs. reduce that by 4%. Mayor Raines asked for support on this item. Councilmember Sperring said he was not ready to make a decision on this because we don’t know how much money the City would lose. Cosmo will bring their PUD bills over so we will know the amount. Councilmember Chestnut said he is not ready to move on any of the New Business items. He said he needs to be able to answer the tax payers. Mayor Raines said this item would be moved to Unfinished Business on the December 17, 2014 meeting.

B.	Request by SC&H to reduce Cosmos Property tax	 
a AUDIENCE 
COMMENTS
u

[bookmark: _GoBack]The City will collect the current property tax but, will not collect on new improvement taxes for 5 yrs. The City could possibly put together a Development Agreement with Cosmo. Mayor Raines asked for a motion of generalized support of this request. Councilman Sperring moved to support the request with Cosmo. Councilmember Moran 2nd. Councilmember Chestnut would like to have more information on the cost to the City. Motion was approved.	

C.	Request by SC&H for Cosmo to get Sales Tax reimbursement
Items that are purchased for the new project that Cosmo pays sales tax on would be reimbursed by the City. In order to do this Cosmo would bring invoices to the City to be reimbursed. Mayor asked for support on the sales tax reimbursement. It was moved by Councilmember Sperring to support the sales tax reimbursement. Seconded by Councilmember Moran. Motion was approved.

D.	Request by SC&H for Cosmo to collect Point 09 grant money
The County collects .09 of 1% of sales tax to go to economic development, job growth and job retention. The City can apply for a grant on behalf of Cosmo. We would apply for the grant every year for 5 yrs. Mayor Raines asked for a motion to support this request. Councilmember Sperring moved to support this request. Councilmember Chestnut seconded. Motion was approved.

E.	Request by SC&H for Cosmo concerning the Treatment Plant
The City will look into a study to see if we could own our own sewage treatment plant. Darrin will work with Cosmo on this to see if it is a viable project. Mayor Raines asked for support on a feasibility study concerning the treatment plant. Councilmember Moran moved to support the feasibility study. Councilmember Sperring seconded. Motion was approved.

Item A will go on Unfinished business 12/17/14.
 
AUDIENCE COMMENTS										
Allen Somerville, 1103 Stanford Drive, asked when he is supposed to be at the Planning Commission meeting regarding the closing of Makarenko Park daily at 10:00 p.m. It will be on January 5, 2015. Mayor Raines asked that Deputy Clerk Makos call him as a reminder.



							___________________________________________ 
							Finance Director

Attest:


_______________________________________ 
Mayor


























